The Lifecycle Chart

What do we already know about the lifecycles of major computer operating systems — and what will the mid 2020s look like?
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November 2020 — Apple
introduces the M1, its own
ARM-based chipset.
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‘Extended Support’

includes some security
fixes, but little else — and
gets increasingly costly.
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Just how long will Windows 11 be

supported? We don't know — but the
more critical date is October 2025,
when roughly 240 million Windows 10
devices are due to leave mainstream
support.
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Windows Server looks
increasingly specialised,
as the SMB server market
moves more computing
workloads to the cloud.
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Since 2019, Apple have fixedona |
September EOL for each newer i
version of macQOS, with three :
supported versions remaining—a |
cycle that will probably continue.
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